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Exploring the access to opportunities in terms of education and health among the rural youth in Rajasthan

Abstract

This paper is based on the data gathered by students of IIM Udaipur. They compared the opportunity set available for education to the youth in villages to which they went for field work with the opportunities which they themselves had during their upbringing. In a sense this compares the privileged, urban-metropolitan youth with the under-privileged rural youth. Data was gathered by interviewing 1500 rural youth; equally divided among the genders, from 90 villages of 4 districts of South Rajasthan. The students who conducted the study themselves formed the urban “sample” and it was clearly not representative of all urban youth. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is found that barring an occasional exception, the rural and urban samples came from nearly the opposite ends of the social spectrum. It is therefore not surprising that the opportunity sets they report are contrasting. Though they come form the same age group, a majority of the rural youth were already married and many of them had become parents. Their parents had much lower level of education when compared to parental background of urban youth. They had gone to Government run schools in their parental villages. They walked to school. They had to work and support parental occupations. A small 8% of them had access to any co-curricular activities. Sports facilities existed for them and some of them had used them. Libraries were largely not within reach to rural students.  They did not have access to coaching classes. Their awareness of entrance examinations and other competitive examinations was low and participation in such tests even lower. The urban youth were mostly unmarried. 86% of them went to private schools, They used motorized vehicles or shared buses to reach their educational centres. They had advantage of coaching classes and special tuition classes. 





Introduction:
 The purpose of this study was to capture the access to opportunities by a rural boy/girl as compared to their urban counterparts and how this has affected their lives in various spheres. 
The following data is compiled from the interviews taken by the students of IIM – Udaipur in 90 villages of Rajasthan. They were asked to interview people from the rural parts in Rajasthan. Apart from Udaipur district, data was collected from Rajsamand, Banswara and Bhilwara, The students filled their own information and thus were treated as the participants from urban areas.
Profile of the participants

The data is collected from the rural areas around Udaipur. Around 1500 participants were interviewed for the process. 
The median age of the respondents is 25 years. 60% of the respondents interviewed were men and the rest women.
a. Religion
The religion of respondents in both the urban and rural areas are given in the table below:


Most of the respondents were Hindus – the majority religion in the district of Udaipur (since most of the data was from Udaipur district).








b. Caste

The caste of both the urban and rural areas are shown in the table below.




c. Marital status



Compared to their urban counterparts, the rural youth get married at a younger age. This can act as a hurdle towards education eventually leading to a reduction in the opportunities.







1. Status of Education

a. Level of Education

The urban sample consists of the IIM Udaipur students. Hence the percentage of people who have completed their Graduation is high.
In rural areas 15% of the respondents had not been enrolled in school, while about 35% of the population had completed only till the primary level of education. This percentage goes on decreasing as the level of education increases.

	Level of Education
	Rural %
	Urban%

	Not enrolled in school (1)
	15.64968
	0

	Below Primary (2)
	15.57789
	0

	Primary (3)
	35.53482
	0

	Class X (4)
	18.09045
	0

	Intermediate (5)
	15.79325
	0

	Graduate (7)
	14.28571
	96.69421

	Post Graduate (8)
	0.717875
	3.305785





b. Type of school
Most of the people in rural areas go to Government schools and Anganwadis. The urban youth have completed their graduation in this case, most of them have an easy access to private schools and hence majority of the urban youth go to private schools (86%). It has also been seen in the case of rural youth that if the parents are literate the children are more likely to go to a private school. Private schools are also not located nearby in the rural areas and hence distance plays an important role.




c. Distance from school

Distance from school is an important criterion which affects the level of attendance as the availability of access to the facility plays a vital role. 
	
	Mode of transport
	

	
	Rural 
	Urban

	Walk (1)
	83.66197
	14.87603

	Bicycle (2)
	9.014085
	28.09917

	Shared Vehicle (3)
	7.323944
	57.02479



Majority of the rural population walk to school or use a bicycle for transportation. The percentage of shared vehicle is high in urban areas as compared to rural areas. Shared vehicles include school buses, bus services, etc.

d. English as a subject and tuitions for improving academic performance 


In rural areas, almost 50% of the rural youth did not have English a subject in school or any other education institution.
When asked whether they take extra coaching, it was found that tuitions are not taken in rural areas either due to lack of financial resources of unavailability of teachers. On the other hand, as expected, tuitions were taken by most of the urban youth.

	Enrolled in Tuitions

	
	Rural
	Urban

	Yes
	7.830951
	89.2562

	NO
	92.16905
	10.7438






e. Parents’ Literacy 

This is an important parameter as an individual is motivated during childhood by his parents’ actions. Intergenerational mobility plays a vital part in creating the circumstances in which a child is raised. 

	Parents’ literacy 

	
	Rural
	Urban

	Literate
	41.95152
	100

	Illiterate
	58.04848
	0





f. Entrance exams 
When asked whether they have attempted any entrance exams, 34% of the rural respondents responded affirmative. The exams for which they appeared included army/defence, CPRF, RRB. 
	Entrance exams attempted

	
	Rural
	Urban

	Yes
	34.70919
	100

	No
	65.29081
	0





g. Co- curricular activities

Co-Curricular activities consist of sports, drama, painting, debates and other activities which are taken up apart from the ordinary course of the study. Only 8% of the rural respondents agreed to have participated in at least one of these activities but in the case of urban participants, the percentage was as high as 78%. This may be due to the lack of initiatives and opportunities in rural schools. One’s personality is shaped during childhood with the amount of exposure they get and participating in such activities surely broadens a child’s horizon. 




h. Participation in sports
Almost 42% of the rural respondents have answered to have participated in sports during their schooling. Unlike this 50-50 break up, about 98% of urban participants had participated in sports. It is an essential tool during education because it helps to build the student’s mental as well as physical well-being. 


i. Life advice
The respondents were asked, who gave them advice regarding their life decisions or who motivated them to study. 
For both the rural as well as urban respondents, their parents and teachers played a significant role in giving them advice. In the rural respondents, as most of the rural youth were married at an early age, they also received advice from their respective spouses. However, for some rural respondents, there was no one to give them life advice.  
At this stage of civilisation, the internet plays a vital role in the decision making of the youth especially the urban youth. 


	
	Rural
	Urban

	PARENTS
	36.64987406
	43.80165289

	TEACHERS
	8.060453401
	14.87603306

	OTHERS
	9.005037783
	16.52892562

	SPOUSE
	6.926952141
	0

	FAMILY MEMBERS
	10.64231738
	20.66115702

	NO ONE
	28.71536524
	4.132231405



j. Access to Library

Libraries are a source of the extra knowledge you gain out of class and some also use it for reference. As expected, 78% of the rural respondents said theta there was no library nearby their villages where as 92% of the urban respondents had access to the nearby library.


	Library Nearby
	Rural
	Urban

	NO
	78.90479154
	7.438016529

	YES
	21.09520846
	92.56198347



Only 34% of the rural respondents who had a library nearby had paid it a visit. Since the urban respondents consisted of the IIM-Udaipur students, the percentage of respondents who visited a library was as high as 91%.


	Visits library
	Rural
	Urban

	YES
	34.21828909
	91.07142857

	NO
	65.78171091
	8.928571429





k. Magazine
Magazines and newspaper are an excellent source of knowledge of what is happening in and around the world. There are magazines which serve an educational purpose such as Pratiyogita Darpan and Yojana Kurukshetra which help during competitive exams. Only 31% of the rural respondents had read an educational magazine. The percentage of urban respondents who have read an educational magazine is quite low when compared to the rural respondents. Only 4% of the urban youth have read educational magazines. This may be due to the availability of the internet as Google is substituting magazines on a rapid scale.


	Mag
	Rural
	Urban

	YES
	31.30056005
	4.132231405

	NO
	68.69943995
	95.8677686



l. Visited Panchayat Office
Awareness is necessary for every individual. Panchayat office provides information and solves problems of the village. Almost 63% of the rural youth had visited a panchayat office.



	Panchayat office
	Rural

	YES
	63.59676416

	NO
	36.40323584




2. Out of Village




As seen in the pie chart, almost 79% of the rural respondents have been out of their villages at least once. In the table below, we also discuss the various reasons why the rural respondents go out of the village

	Reasons
	Rural

	WORK
	59.68778696

	EDUCATION
	13.03948577

	VACATION
	20.38567493

	OTHERS
	6.887052342



Lack of employment opportunities was the main reason for the respondents to go out of the villages. Some also went nearby to their relatives place in urban areas.  Respondents went to other villages for marriage functions as well. In the other category mentioned in the table below various reasons like hospital visits, shopping, girl moving away after marriage, etc. were included. 




Discussion

[bookmark: _Hlk522876937]This paper is based on the data gathered by students of IIM Udaipur. They compared the opportunity set available for education to the youth in villages to which they went for field work with the opportunities which they themselves had during their upbringing. In a sense this compares the privileged urban metropolitan youth with the under-privileged rural youth. Barring an occasional exception, the rural and urban samples came from nearly the opposite ends of the social spectrum. It is therefore not surprising that the opportunity sets they report are contrasting. Though they come form the same age group, a majority of the rural youth were already married and many of them had become parents. Their parents had much lower level of education when compared to parental background of urban youth. They had gone to Government run schools in their parental villages. They walked to school. They had to work and support parental occupations. A small 8% of them had access to any co-curricular activities. Sports facilities existed for them and some of them had used them. Libraries were largely not within reach to rural students.  They did not have access to coaching classes. Their awareness of entrance examinations and other competitive examinations was low and participation in such tests even lower. The urban youth were mostly unmarried. 86% of them went to private schools, They used motorized vehicles or shared buses to reach their educational centres. They had advantage of coaching classes and special tuition classes. 
Clearly it is as though the students of IIM-Udaipur who formed the “urban” sample, came from a completely different society when compared to the rural youth they interviewed. However one needs to factor in the fact that they the IIM-U students can not be considered “typical urban” youth. After all the had cleared fairly stiff entrance barrier twice: once when they joined an engineering or other higher education Institute and the second time when they cleared the entrance test for admission to IIM Udaipur. They were thus twice “filtered”. It would have indeed been surprising if the difference in opportunities they experienced in life were not as contrasting with the youth left behind in the stagnant rural areas of among the more backward districts of the country. 
We have no intentions of justifying the differences across these two strata of society. The dominant ideology of inclusion and providing level playing field would suggest that youth in rural areas ought to have the same level of opportunities as the young wards of elite families, such as those who go to Institutions of the IIM Udaipur type. However, the stark differences as they exist now need to be recognized as inevitable given the differences in economic status and parental social background.  It would appear that comparison across such sharply differing population possibly a less interesting subject of study than comparison across more comparable people. More interesting questions would be about comparing youth from  strata or populations which are socially closer to each other. How did the opportunities faced by IIM-U students differ from those drawn from their own social strata but who did not qualify to IIMs?  How do small-town youth fare compared to a B+ City? How do youth from villages compare with youth from nearby towns? These comparisons would yield greater insights into the phenomenon of differential opportunities and their consequences on life trajectories of young people in the country.   
 Marital status


Rural	M	U	74.570883661792749	25.238397965670696	Urban	M	U	1.6528925619834711	98.347107438016536	



Level of Education

Rural	15.649676956209618	15.577889447236181	35.534816941852114	18.090452261306535	15.793251974156497	14.285714285714285	0.71787508973438618	Urban	0	0	0	0	0	96.694214876033058	3.3057851239669422	



Type of school

Rural	13.248766737138832	94.573643410852711	2.2551092318534178	3.1712473572938689	Urban	0	13.223140495867769	86.776859504132233	0	



English as a subject


Yes	No	48.413192283758555	51.586807716241445	

Tuitions


Rural	Yes	NO	7.8309509011808585	92.169049098819144	Urban	Yes	NO	89.256198347107443	10.743801652892563	



Parents' Literacy level

1	
Rural	Urban	41.951522684897455	100	0	
Rural	Urban	58.048477315102552	0	



Entrance Exams attempted

Yes	
Rural	Urban	34.709193245778614	100	No	Rural	Urban	65.290806754221393	0	



Co- curricular Activity participation

YES	

Rural	Urban	8.8308457711442792	78.512396694214885	NO	
Rural	Urban	91.169154228855717	21.487603305785125	



PARTICIPATION IN SPORTS

NO	
Rural	Urban	58.519900497512431	4.1322314049586781	YES	
Rural	Urban	41.480099502487562	95.867768595041326	



LIFE ADVICE

Rural	
PARENTS	TEACHERS	OTHERS	SPOUSE	FAMILY MEMBERS	NO ONE	36.649874055415616	8.0604534005037785	9.0050377833753146	6.9269521410579351	10.642317380352646	28.715365239294709	Urban	
PARENTS	TEACHERS	OTHERS	SPOUSE	FAMILY MEMBERS	NO ONE	43.801652892561982	14.87603305785124	16.528925619834713	0	20.66115702479339	4.1322314049586781	



Library Nearby

YES	Rural	Urban	78.904791537025503	7.4380165289256199	NO	Rural	Urban	21.095208462974487	92.561983471074385	



Visit the Library

NO	
Rural	Urban	34.21828908554572	91.071428571428569	YES	
Rural	Urban	65.781710914454266	8.9285714285714288	



Read an Education Magazine

YES	Rural	Urban	31.300560049782206	4.1322314049586781	NO	Rural	Urban	68.699439950217794	95.867768595041326	



Visited Panchayat Office

YES	NO	63.596764156813933	36.40323584318606	


Rural	
YES	NO	79.252336448598129	20.747663551401867	

Reasons for going out of the village

Rural	
WORK	EDUCATION	VACATION	OTHERS	59.687786960514231	13.039485766758494	20.385674931129476	6.887052341597796	


Religion

Rural	Hindu	Muslim	Jain	Christian	Buddhist	99.315494710640948	0.5600497822028625	0.12445550715619166	0	0	Urban	Hindu	Muslim	Jain	Christian	Buddhist	85.950413223140501	3.3057851239669422	8.2644628099173563	1.6528925619834711	0.82644628099173556	



Caste 


Rural	OBC	SC	ST	GEN	17.13221601489758	6.9522036002482928	56.052141527001865	19.863438857852266	Urban	OBC	SC	ST	GEN	15.702479338842975	7.4380165289256199	0.82644628099173556	76.033057851239676	



